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ueft. 4. Hat is Undividuation? Or, where- 
Qu as Se, 
in confit the Individuability of 4 


thing ? : 

Anfw. "Twere an eafie matter in the Refolution of this 
Queftion to mount the Argument above the Heads of moft 
Readers, though hard, if not impoffible, to manage it 


fo chat ail may underfiand it. ’Tis we muft confefs of 
a very Nice and Difficult Nature, and is acknowledged 
fuch even by Mr. Boyl, in fome Difcourfes of his, if we 
miftake not, concerning the Refurreétion —— and if fuch 
deep Searchers into Philofophy are not fully refolv’d there- 
in, ’twill be no fhame for us tocome fhort of giving an 
entire fatufaction. Something however muft be faid 
thereon, nor are we willing to puzzle the Caufe with 
telling the World —Individuation is— The Usity of a 
thing with it feif, or that whereby any thing u what it is, 
which makes it little, if any thing clearer chan ‘twas 
before. It mayn’c therefore be improper to run through 
the different Orders of vifible Beings, and fearch’em all 
for fome diftincter Idea thereof. To begin wich thofe 
Species of Body which are not properly Organiz’d, which 
have neither Life nor Sence, or Stones, Metals, &c. In 
thefe Individuation feems to confift in nothing but great- 
er or leffer 5 take the /e8 part of a Stone away, you 
may ftill call ic the fame Scone; take an equal parc 
wirh the remains, thac Jedividuation ceafes, and they are 
two new Individuals. Divide a Stone, ec. as long as 
you pleafe, every part of it will be a Stone ftill, another 
individual Stone, as much as any in the Mountain or 
Quarry “ewas firft cut out of, even thd reduced to the 
minuceft Sand, or if poffible a thoufand cimes Iefs. But 
when we take one ftep further, and proceed a Degree 
higher to the Vegetable Kingdom, the Cafe is far other- 
wife, aud indeed Natare (eems to be ftilt more diftina, 
and as it were careful in its Isdividwation the higher ir 
rifes, till ac laft it brings usto that great Tran{cendental 
Individual— the only proper uncompoanded Effence —. the 
One Ged, bleffed forever. To return to Plants their 
Individuation confits in that fingular Form, Contexture and 
Order of their Parts, whereby they are difpofed for 
thofe Ufes to which Nature has defign’d ‘em, and by 
which they receive and maiotain their Beings : —for Ex- 
ample in a Tree— from whence thé you take the Bran- 
ches, fit grows, receives nourifhment from the Earth, 
maiotains it felf, and is ftill a Tree, which the Parts 
thereof are nor, when feparated from the reft ; for we can’c 
fay every part of a Tree isa Tree, as we cam every part 
of a Stone is ftill a Scone, But now if this Tree be cloven 
in two, or more pieces, or fell’d by the Roots, this 
Contexture and Orderly refpect of the Parts each to other, 
ceafes: Its Effence asa Tree is deftroy'd, its Individuati- 
o1 perifhes, and "tis mo more a Free but a Stump, or a 
piece or pieces of Timber. Let's proceed a Degree high- 
er, tomeerly fenfible Creatures, who are pot fo immedi- 
ately depending on Earth, the common Mother, as the 
Plants, nor rooted to it, and as it were a parc of it as 
they are, but wale about, have in refped of that 
an independent Exiftence, and area fortof Worlds by 
themfelves : And here the Individuation confift in fucha 
particular Contexture of their Effintial Parts, and their 
rtlation one towards another, as enables ’em to exert 
the Operations of the fenfible or animal Life : Thus cut 
off the Legs, or any other parts of an Animal, ‘tis the 
fame Animal ftill, but cut off its Héad, or take away 
its Life, and ’tis no longer that Individual Animal, but 
ameer Carcafs, and will by degrees refolve into com- 
mon Matter again, or rather be Zranfmigrated into fome 
other Form. To afcend now tothe higheft Rank of vi- 
fiole Beings, The Rational: The Individuation of Man 
appears to us to confift in the Union of that think- 
ing Subftance, which we call the rational Soul, with any 
convenient Portion of fitly Organiz’d Matter. We hope 
tisno Herefie to affert that any Portion of Matter duly 
qéalified, and united to the Soul by fach a Union as we 


experience, th6 we can’t well explain, is immediately 
individuated by it, and together with that Soul makes 2 
Man, fo that if ’cwere poffible for one Soul to be 
cloath’d over and over at different times with all the 
Matter in the Univer{t, it wou'd in all thofe diftin& thapes 
be the fame Individual Man: Nor can a Man be fu 
fed in this Cafe co differ more from himfelf than he does 
when he’s an Infant, or juft paft an Embryo, from him- 
felf when of adult or decrepid Age, he having during 
that time chang’d his Portionof Matter over and over; 
has been Fat and Lean, Sick and Well, loft by Bleeding, 
Excriment, Perfpiration, &c. gain’d again by Aliment, 
and perhaps not one Particle, or but very few of the 
firft Matter which he took from his Parents and brought 
with him into the World, now remaining.——— And thus 
much by way of Effay towards the Refolation of this No- 
ble ~* 3 

Queft. 2. Thomes Knowles a Widewer, has a Son na- 
med John Knowles, a Batchelor. 

Ann Brown a Widow bas a Daughter, named Sarah 
Brown, 4 Spinjter. 


And bas by ber 


intermarries with 
one Son named 


Thomas Knowles the Father- 
Sarah Brown the rts witb ¢ 


Richard. 


And has by ber 


intermarri¢es with 
one Sos named 


Ann Brown the Mother, 


Or, For the better underftanding the Queftion, take the 
following Scheme. 


John Knowles the Son 
t Peter. 


Father Son 


Tho. | John | 
Knowles | Knowles | 


Mother _Daughter 
Ann Sarab 
Brown Brown 


Peter Queftion. Richard 
What is the Degret 
Knowles Kindred rrolia A Knowles 


chard, and what is the | 
Denomination of that 
Degree? 


Anfw. We meet not with any fach Inflances io Tables 
of Affinity, nor have wea Denomination particularly — 
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(uch a Relation : Incomes neareft to that of Colins of the 
firft Blood, the relation of a father and a Son being 
neareft to that of two Brothers, as alfo a Mother and a 
Daughter to two Sijiers, and confequently their Ifue 
nearcft to the Relation of Brothers and Sifters Children.— 
This is an odd fore of am Inverted Affinity, for the Son 
is hereby made Father co his own Father, and his Mo- 
ther-in-Law and the Daughter is made a Mother to her 
own Mother and Father-in-Law. ——If the Queftion 
had been continued, Whether the Mother or Daughter 
ought to take place ? We had Anfwer'd, The Law of God 
and Nature muft certainly fubjedt the Child to its Pa- 
rent, notwithftanding any fuptrinduc'd Civil Law, or 
Law of Marriagt, which in this Cafe Is yet more obli- 
ging than any we have yet met with; for the Womao al- 
ways lofes her Name, and is more properly married 
intothe Man than the Man into her, (Woman being 
made for Man) fo that perhaps not improperly accord- 
ing to this /at Law, we may conclude, that both Mo- 
ther and Daughter having loft their Names, and Natu- 
turaliz’d into New Stocks, they muft according to the Ci- 
vil Lawreckon ther Preheminence from the Stocks 1in- 
towhich they are ingrafced ; but the Daughter having 
married the Father, who is co be preferr’d to the Son, 
fhe upon the aforefaid Reafons muft take place of her 
Mother, or her Husband lofes his place ——— But we 
mention not this to encourage Undutifulne/s, which the 
Law «f God will not difpente with, althé even in fuch 
an Inverfion it will difpenfe with the aforefaid unna- 
tural Order in Civil Prebeminesce, which without a due 
difcretion, may be an uohappy Nove! of Temptation, 

Queft. 3. Whether Snow s white or black? 

An{w. Perbaps neicher, but like the Chriftalline Hu- 
moar, without any real Colour and receptive of all; thus 
bring any real Objeét near it, we may perceive a 
red Caft thereon, and fo of Blew, Green, &¢. Nay, 
we have aftrange Account in the Tranfactions of the 
Royal Society,of Sow which fell near Genouain Italy, firft 
white as ufval, then red upon the white, and the liquor 
pre(s'd and melted our of ge of the fame Colour.But to 
ipeak truth, this feems only accidental, and we have 
as great Evidence that Snow is white, as that Paper, 
Chalk, Milk, or any thing elfe is fo; namely, the Te- 
ftimony of our Senfes. We are not ignorant that Co- 
lours are divided by fome Philofopers into real or ap- 
parent— The firft they reckon thofe wee fee in Vege- 
tables or other Terreftrial Obje&s, as Green in Grafs, 
Zillow in Gold; &c. which are fix’d and permanent, and 
alter not without an alreration in the Subje&t — The 
fecond which they call apparent, or appearing only, they 
tell us are to be found in the beautiful Clouds of a Sum- 
mer-Evening — But we believe thofe Colours as real as 
any others — indeed properly fpeaking, whatever is in 
this Cafe appearing, is alforeal, for ‘cis fuch or fuch a 
particular @rdination of the Parcs with the Light re- 
fected from "em to the Eye in fuch or fucha manner, 
which makes all Colours and Difference in them 
And this happens at leaft whenever it (0 appears to us : 
For which reafon Snow appearing to be white, we may 
conclude it really is (0. 

Queft. 4. Wherein confifts the Venom of Vipers ? 

Anjw. This Queftion has divided all Virtuofi in Europe, 
whoare rang’d into two different drons: Monfieur 
Charas \sthe Caprain on one fide, and Signior Redi on 
the other. The firft affirms the dreadful Noxious Qua- 
lity of Vipers lies only in their exraged Spirits, che latter 
fixes it In a yellowtth fort of a Saliva, or Juice referv’d 
by Nature for that parpofe in /ittle Veficles at the Roots 
of their Teeth, which after the Biting of that Creature, 
flows into the Wound. The French-man an{wers, that this 
Saliva is perfe&lly innocent, and has no manner of etfea, 
whentaken fromthe Viper, and applied to any green 
Wound. The Italian tells us that the Viper’s Anger or 
Rage ts nothing but after he has feveral times bitren 
any little Creacure, and this Saliva is all fpent, he’s as 
harmiefs as any other Worm. There want not Experi- 
hey bear almoft faid Demonftrations, on 

cs, and thofe appearing Diametrically oppofite to cach 
other. Monficur Charas th his Book of Vipers, tranflated 
into Exglifb (everal Years fince, puts it beyond Difpure 

pu y puce, 
by a thouland Experiments, that this fo much talked 
ot Juice in the French Vipers, is a pure fimple harmle(s 
Saliva, with no miore’ Poyfon or Enmiry to Nature in’t 
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than that of a Man. 
and the Italian Virtuofi have not only prov'd the con- 


And on t‘other fide, Signicr Redi 


trary, by many repeated Tryals, related in a Book pub- 
iii te Lathe de his Name, bute alfo made the Ex- 
riment before fome English Gentleman, on feverai itt. 
e Creatures, Kitlings, Chickens, &c. who having fome 
flight Inciffons or Punftures made in the ficthly Parts of 
their Bodies, and fome of this yellow Juice convey'd 
therein, fell dead ina fhore time with the moft horrid 
Convulfions,—others who were bitten by the b + key en- 
raged to the uttermoft, after this Venom exhaufied, re. 
ceiv’d thereby no Injury in che World (vid. Franf- 
aftions of the Reyal Society. ) The Difficulty 1s how to re. 
concile all thefe feeming Contradidtions, which we don’t 
apprehend can be any way done but by Trimming be- 
twixt both; and’ fince we can’t with any modefty deny 
the matter of fa& on either fide, acknowledging that the 
Italian Vipers Poifon does really confift in this yellow Fuice 
( as we are inform’d the Battle, Snakes alfo does ) bug that 
the Frence Vipers is fomething finer, and either to be plac’d 
in their enraged fpirits, or fomething elfe not yet ‘difco- 
vered. 
Queft. 5. Is it true, that a Lyon won't prey on a purt Vir. 
in ? 
f Anjw. As true as that the fame noble Creature is afraid 
of aCeck, as the ancient Naturalifts report whereas 
very fare Experience tells us, they are fo far from be- 
ing afraid of ’em, that they have broken Inco the Aparr- 
ment of the Poultrey, (if we miftake mot at Drefden) 
and made a hearty Meal upon them, making no difference 
betwixt Cocks and Hens. In the mean time we deny 
not that fuch a thing may ‘ave happened, viz. thata 
Lyon may have fpared a Vircin; for Hiftorians tell us, 
they'll not willingly fer upon thing that’s humane, 
unlefs provok’d with Hunger, . ‘er ona Avan, than 
a Child or Woman. We our {c! © been prefent at 
the Tower, when a Woman wit Child has been there 
to fee the Lyons, who immediately on her Entry have 
made a hideous roaring, but whether from fome fecret 
Antipathy or meer Chance, ’twould be very rafh from 
one fingle Inftance to determine. On the whole, as we 
believe there can be no graver Hiftorian broughe ro affert 
the Truth of Matter of Faé in the prefent Cafe, than the 
Seven Champions, or Valentine and Orfon, fo we may. with- 
out beimg Puncharitable, firmly believe that very few of 
our Exglifh Virgins wou'd be willing to try the Expe- 
riment. ' 
Queft. 6. Why looking againft the Sun caufes Sneezing ? 
Anfw. Itholds not univerfally, for fome Perfons ma 
look on the Sun till their Eyes are out, without find- 
ing any inclination to Sxseze on their fo doing —How- 
ever in othérs ‘it does certainly hold, and that per- 
= in the moft part of Men. The moft pro- 
bable account to be given thereof, feems to be this — 
the liquid Subftance contain’d in the parts adjoyning ro 
the Proceffus Mamillares, receive by being thus rurn’d to- 
ward the Sum, a fudden Rartfaftion; as Water when 
brought near the Fire, and Air when the Hand or an 
other warmth applied to the Thermometer. From ch 
Fermentation arile infinite {mall Sparks or Spirits, much at 
the fame rate (to ufe a grofs Comparifon) as the Ar- 
toms in Bottl'd-Ale, which flies hither and thither, . 
ftrike on the Parts near °em, and by the brisk Motion 
they make thereon, produce much the fame Effe& with 
Peer en hele or any light thing thruft up in che 
oftrils. 


Wbertifements., 


PY forbear finding any move Queftions, till we giut 
further Orders for it, we baving many already upon 
our Hands, which will [peedily be Anfwerd, and then pride 
liek Notice hall be given thereof to the World. 


x Our Querifts may expect in next Tuelday’s 
Mercury that exa& and full Account x our 
whole ATHENIAN PROJECT; 
which waste have been added here, (ace 
cording to our Promife) bad there been 


room enough. 
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